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As this past winter fades into memory, Southern California is emerging from a
season of  abundant,  record-breaking rain.  In  fact,  according to  the  National
Weather Bureau, Los Angeles has received more rain this year than Seattle.

The result? A lush spring season characterized by verdant landscapes and vibrant
wildflowers.  While  the  beauty  of  this  transformation  is  undeniable,  property
owners must remain vigilant as the hot summer months loom ahead.

In  a  region  known  for  its  propensity  for  wildfires,  proactive  measures  are
essential to safeguarding your property and community. Here are five crucial tips
to help protect your property from the threat of Southern California wildfires:

Create defensible space:
Creating defensible space around your property is one of the most effective ways
to mitigate the risk of wildfire damage. Clear vegetation, dry leaves, and debris
from around structures, creating a buffer zone of at least 30 feet. Trim trees and
shrubs to prevent them from overhanging roofs or touching exterior walls.

Invest in fire-resistant landscaping:
Choose fire-resistant plants and landscaping materials to minimize the potential
fuel for wildfires. Opt for succulents, low-growing shrubs, and native grasses that
are less prone to ignition. Use mulch made from non-flammable materials such as
gravel or rock instead of organic mulch.
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Maintain your property’s exterior:
Regular maintenance of your property’s exterior can significantly reduce the risk
of fire damage. Keep gutters free of debris and install gutter guards to prevent
the accumulation of dry leaves. Repair or replace damaged roofing materials and
ensure that vents are equipped with ember-resistant screens.

Create an emergency evacuation plan:
Prepare an evacuation plan for your property and communicate it to residents,
tenants,  and employees.  Identify  multiple  evacuation  routes  and designate  a
meeting point outside the affected area. Keep important documents, medications,
and emergency supplies in a readily accessible location.

Stay informed and be prepared:
Stay informed about weather conditions and wildfire activity in your area by
signing up for emergency alerts and monitoring local news and weather channels.
Keep a well-stocked emergency kit on hand with essentials such as water, food,
and first aid supplies.

As Southern California transitions from a wet winter to a hot, dry summer, the
risk of wildfires should be front of mind for property owners. By implementing
these proactive measures, you can help protect your property and community



from the devastating effects of wildfires. Remember, preparedness is critical to
minimizing risk and protecting your assets.
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